
 

American policy conflict in the greenhouse: Divergent trends in federal,
regional, state, and local green energy and climate change policy

   
   
   
Abstract:

Climate change threatens significant impacts on global ecosystems and human populations. To address this
challenge, industrialized nations have ratified the Kyoto Protocol and undertaken commitments to reduce
emissions of greenhouse gases, the primary agents linked to anthropogenic alteration of earth's climate. By
contrast, the US government, led by the Bush Administration, has rejected mandatory targets for curbing
emissions under the Protocol, and has instead pursued voluntary mitigation measures amid a larger push
for clean coal and "next generation" nuclear technologies. These actions in total have fueled global
perceptions that the US is not acting in substantial ways to address climate change. Nevertheless, action
within the US is indeed moving forward, with states, cities and regional partnerships filling the federal
leadership vacuum. This paper reviews the diverse policies, strategies, and cooperative frameworks that
have emerged at regional, state and local levels to guide climate protection, and identifies the environmental
and economic benefits linked to such programs. The paper also attempts to explain the existing federal
impasse on climate policy, with attention given to how sub-national efforts may ultimately obviate national
governmental inaction.
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Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 United States

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
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specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Mitigation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Exposure Change Prediction, Other Projection Model/Methodology

Other Projection Model/Methodology: CO2 emissions

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Medium-Term (10-50 years)
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